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Review of the H1N1 Outbreak and Response
The first cases of pandemic influenza a subtypes of H1N1 were first identified in the United States in April of 2009. By the end of July there were greater than 40,000 laboratory confirmed cases that truly represented only a small fraction of the actual cases that existed. It is well documented in the literature that the majority of people do not present to their physician with mild cases of the flu. In an article published in December of 2009 in the Journal of Emerging Infectious Disease Reed, Engle, et al from the CDC estimated that the actual number of cases, using a multiplier model, is nearer to 1.8 million to 5.7 million including 9000 to 21,000 hospitalizations.  

In May 2009 HHS issued new orders on its contracts for the national strategy for pandemic influenza to produce a bulk supply of vaccine antigen and adjuvant.  A small amount of the vaccine was used in clinical studies to evaluate the efficacy of the vaccine. The study was to conclude in August of 2009 with mass distribution in September of 2009. In July 2009 the World Health Organization declared that the “swine” flu is now a pandemic. Based on that the president of the United States signed an emergency declaration for the H1N1 pandemic, the purpose of this declaration was to enhance the CDC’s ability to distribute vaccine, stockpile and distribute antivirals and activate federal manpower assets to treat cases of known swine flu. 

By late August 2009 it was apparent that the amount of vaccine produced was nowhere near the amount projected by HHS for September distribution. Only 3.4 million doses of influenza vaccine out of an estimated 51 million doses contracted for had been produced.  Miscalculation of the ability of commercial vaccine producers to respond to a national emergency and other factors led to this extreme shortfall. At this point HHS again contracted with its vaccine producers to produce another 51 million doses of vaccine by December 1. Distribution of flu vaccine was left in the hands of state and local health officials who made the determination as to who should receive the vaccine on a priority basis. This resulted in an uneven distribution of the vaccine depending upon the state and locale in question although a federal emergency was to quit traditional outlets for distribution of the vaccine.  These were still used (commercial outlets, physician's offices, public health officials going to schools to give vaccine). No federal oversight was placed on the local agencies during the pandemic to ensure an even distribution amongst the population throughout the states.  This resulted in multiple incidences where health departments were short on vaccine while local private physician offices and other commercial outlets were over stocked with vaccine.

As of early December the system has equalized itself out in vaccine is now being distributed at the rate of 20 million doses per week. Although the government has stockpiled large amounts of antivirals none of it has been released for use by the general population during this declared national emergency. Currently the incidence of swine flu cases is on the wane although officials are still concerned that during the traditional flu season there may be a upsurge in the cases of swine flu.

Seeing this experience as a unique event but also as a dry run for a national response to bioterrorism several conclusions can be drawn.  Accurate monitoring of vaccine and other drug production must be enhanced.  Distribution systems and communication at all levels can be improved.  If there was hesitation in distributing antivirals from the national stockpile then this must be examined in relation to other drugs and scenarios equally or more bleak.  The merging of private sector production and traditional sights of administration should be enhanced through federally supplied manpower if it is a national emergency. 

Editor’s note:  The views and opinions stated here are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the Academy.

What Is NAAMCC?

NAAMCC (pronounced namsee as you would guess) is the acronym for the North American Academy of Mass Casualty Care. The North American Academy of Mass Casualty Care is an academic and professional organization dedicated to the study of mass casualty care in the past and present as well as the development and discussion of new ideas to improve capabilities to provide that care now and in the future at every level.  It is a sounding board for everyone in the multiple fields which interlock to save life, limb and eyesight in these most horrific environments.   Membership is open to all who are or who have been involved in the active implementation of care, planning, logistics and communication related to the problems of disaster.  In short from the medic, paramedic, fireman, police and military stabilizing the scene and the patient through all members of the health professions involved and all governmental officers carrying out or directing functions in this arena, this is your organization.  MASCAL WAR AND DISASTER is the official journal of this organization.  For additional information on joining and contributing to the purpose of NAAMCC please go to our website NAAMCC.com.
The Year in Review…NAAMCC 2009

This has been a very busy year for NAAMCC.  Our first national exhibition at the Atlanta PHS conference was the highpoint of the summer with continuing feedback and opportunities resulting.  In addition NAAMCC formally opened its Georgia office.  

As noted elsewhere in this issue the fellowships have been announced.  The future of the organization will rest on the accomplishment and dedication of these individuals in their fields as we proceed further into the challenges of the 21st Century.

The Academy is also beginning its first research project.  More on that as things progress.  

On the fun side the first NAAMCC shirts and patches will be available for purchase on the website in the next few weeks.  In the New Year these will also be displayed in the journal.

Speaking of the New Year all of the staff at NAAMCC wish you all a very happy holiday and a productive New Year. 

The NAAMCC Fellowship Update for 2009
After considerable and continuing review and suggestion by staff and relevant experts the following summary contains the gist of the areas and requirements of the current NAAMCC fellowships.  

As an academic and professional organization one of the accepted missions of NAAMCC is the certification and recognition of expertise and accomplishment of individual members and some non-members who have rendered great service in the multitude of professions and specialties that make up our community.  Our steering committee on fellowship development decided early that we would take a pragmatic and severe approach that all NAAMCC fellowships would be based on documented accomplishment.  Phrased another way there is no training or course that is the equivalent of successful function in combat.

Therefore all NAAMCC fellowships would be based on a concise requirement within each area which would guarantee that result and documentation of same in a reproducible manner.  It will seem incredibly simple initially, but the historically minded will recall in a more case rich environment the original College of Thoracic Surgeons required, specifically documentation of a number of operative cases and their care.  The proof of proficiency could not be more apparent.

At this time NAAMCC is maintaining and recognizing three fellowships.  They are the Academic Fellowship in Mass Casualty Care (FaMCC), the Fellowship in Mass Casualty Care (FMCC), and the Fellowship in Disaster Management (FDM).  There are levels in the last two based on numbers and other factors of the individual events.

The Academic Fellowship in Mass Casualty Care has been discussed in previous issues of Mascal War and Disaster, but to reiterate it is based on a 10 year or more history of teaching in Trauma/ Life Support at any level, and or mascal/disaster management courses to include bio and nuclear as well as natural disaster.  The candidate does not have to be a member of the Academy, but the nominating individual does.  A letter of nomination is required noting the individual’s academic contribution (continuous teaching, articles if relevant, mentoring, course development etc).  The letter can be limited to one or two pages.  If the reviewing committee has additional questions the nominator will be contacted.  Award is expected within the year of nomination unless posted in December in which case it will occur in January of the following year.  There is no fee for the FaMCC and it includes life time membership in the Academy among other points of recognition.

Application for the Fellowship in Mass Casualty Care can be by a nominator from the Academy or by the individual themselves.  The nominating individual and applicant must be members of the Academy.  A letter by the individual or nominator of no more than two pages must summarize the individual’s contribution in a specific mass casualty event.  Two additional letters must be provided by persons who participated with the individual at the same event, preferably one peer and one superior.  A $500.00 one time fee must be supplied with the applicant letter.  The candidate material will be reviewed by the Fellowship Board of the Academy.  If additional information is required the individual and agencies of the event recounted will be contacted.  If not selected, the fee will be returned less a $60.00 administrative charge.  Selection will be noted by receipt of the diploma of the fellowship, lapel pin and Life Time Membership in the Academy.  There are three levels to the fellowship and they reflect generally the level of the individual, the number of casualties they were responsible for in caring and the conditions worked under.   For military environments the process will be somewhat slower due to security requirements.  In general, the time between application and award will be approximately 6 months.

Like the FMCC application, the Fellowship in Disaster Management (FMD) can be by a nominator or the individual.  Again both must be members of the Academy.  The same type letter limited to two pages and the same requirement for two supporting letters one from a peer and one from a superior are required.  A $500.00 one time fee will also be assessed here.  The candidate material will be reviewed by the Fellowship Board of the Academy.  Due to the nature of Disaster Management contact of the relevant agencies by the board should be expected.   If not selected, the fee will be returned less a $60.00 administrative fee.   Selection will be noted by receipt of the diploma of fellowship, lapel pin, and Life Time Membership in the Academy.  There are three levels in this fellowship as well and they too reflect generally the level of the individual, the size of the event and conditions worked under.  Again for military environments the process will be slower due to security requirements.  Award will be approximately eight months after application.

If not selected the individual may re-apply for either the FMCC or FMD.  Reasons for non-selection are usually lack of adequate information or difficulty in verifying information submitted.  The applicant or nominator will be kept informed of any continuing need for additional information.  The honor system is the system for information and no information will be shared with any other entity without the express permission of the newly selected fellow.  In non-selects not continuing application all information will be returned and no information shared with any entity period.

All Cheer the Fellows and do not be bashful stepping up to the plate.  You already proved yourself under fire!

Walking Through the PayPal and E-Junkie Systems
To Join and Download the Journal

When you complete and submit the Membership Application form on the NAAMCC.COM website, after you have submitted the form with your information you will be prompted to choose your application type from the Individual Membership and Unit / Office Membership options provided. Once you have chosen the application type and have made payment via PayPal using an existing PayPal account or via credit card, you will receive a link to download a complimentary Mascal War and Disaster Journal from our E-Junkie online account. 
Please note that this link will allow you to download one (1) copy of the Mascal War and Disaster Journal from our online account. As well, the link that is provided for you to download the Mascal War and Disaster Journal will expire within 24 hours of signup. Therefore, we would ask you to download your copy of the Mascal War and Disaster Journal immediately upon completing the form and making payment, as we are unable to reset the link on your behalf. However in the event that you have forgotten to download your complimentary Mascal War and Disaster Journal at the signup phase and the link provided no longer allows you to access the file, please be advised that you can access the Library of the Academy and download a copy from this page of the website. In order to access this password protected page, please use the following login details:
Username = username

Password = password
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The North American Academy of Mass Casualty Care (NAAMCC) is an academic and professional organization dedicated to the study and improvement of mass casualty care and disaster management techniques, procedures, and equipment. Our goal is to facilitate communication between the many communities that deliver these capabilities to the public.

Membership is open to all who have in the past or are currently carrying out these missions and to all in the study and teaching of them.

Membership Fees.

The yearly membership fee for an individual is $85.00.

The yearly membership fee for a unit or office is $85.00.

Office and unit memberships allow all listed members of that office

or unit the same access to Academy function and information with 

one individual designated as the POC for the office or unit.

For additional information about the Academy check our

Website NAAMCC.COM or at the official journal site

MASCALWARANDDISASTER.COM.

 Mailing Address: NAAMCC

                             PO Box 9580

                             Warner Robins, GA 31093-9580
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	The North American Academy of Mass Casualty Care is a

not-for-profit organization independent of any government, corporate, or political entity.

It seeks to objectively examine and improve all

areas of Mass Casualty Care and Disaster Management by study, research and improved communication between the diverse disciplines within this field.  The input of all from the most senior with experience to the most junior with new insights to old challenges is appreciated and actively sought.
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The North American Academy of Mass Casualty Care is organized into a series of independent colleges for each profession in the field and area of interest ie, Firefighters, Law Enforcement Medicine, Nursing, Administration, Logistics, Communication and many more.  Some individuals, due to education and experience will qualify for more than one college.  They may indicate a preference in that case.  Again, cross- talk between all fields is one of the goals of the Academy.

The Academy maintains a series of interest groups and all members

are initially assigned to one of these, but may move to others after their first year.  These groups are involved in specific studies with the goal of producing useful analysis beneficial to all in the field.  The results of their efforts will be published in the Academy journal (Mascal, War, and Disaster) and elsewhere.

The Academy also maintains two fellowships, one recognizing

accomplishment in teaching for Mass Casualty Care and Disaster

Management and a second recognizing accomplishment in

actual events.
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